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IN THE CLAIMS: 



PATENT 



Please further amend claims 1, 7, 14, and 18 as follows: 



1. (TWICE AMENDED) A method for electronically paying bills using a plurality of 
network stations, each representing a different one of a plurality of users including 
payers and payees, the payers and the payees jiaving associated payment accounts 
and deposit accounts, comprising the steps of: 

receiving, at a central station, a first instfuction, from a first of the plurality of user 
stations representing a first of the payers, to/mak^^payment of a first bill of a first of the 
payees; 

generating, in accordance with tne/rep^ved first instruction, a directive to transfer 
funds to a first of the deposit accounts which is a^ociated with the first payee; 

generating remittance information associated with payment of the first bill; 

storing the remittance information in a central database so as to be accessible to 
a second of the plurality of user stations representing the first payee; 

receiving, at the central Station, a request, from the second user station, to 
access the stored remittance information; and 

transmitting, responsive to the receipt of the access request, the stored 
remittance information to the second user station. 



(THRICE AMENDED) A system for electronically paying bills using a network having 
a plurality of user stations, each representing a different one of a plurality of users 
including payers and payees, the plurality of different users having associated payment 
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accounts and deposit accounts maintained at a plurality of financial institutes, 
comprising: 

a processor configured to receive an instruction, from a first of the plurality of 
user stations representing a first of the payers, to make payment of a first bill to a first of 
the payees, to transmit a directive to transfer funds to a first of the deposit accounts 
associated with the first payee in accordance with the received instruction to pay the 
first bill, and to generate remittance information associated with payment of the first bill; 
and 

a central database configured to store the remittance information so as to be 
accessible to a second of the plurality of user stations representing the first payee; 

wherein the processor is further configured to receive a request to access the 
remittance information from the second user station, to retrieve the remittance 
information from the central database based upon the received access request, and to 
transmit the retrieved remittance information to the second user station. 



(THRICE AMENDED) An electronic bill paying network having a plurality of users 
including payers and payees, each of the payers having a different payment account, 
and each of the payees having a different deposit account, comprising: 
a communications network; 

a first plurality of network stations, representing a first plurality of users, and 
configured to connect to the communications network and to transmit instructions, via 
the communications network, to make payments of bills; 
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a central network station connected to the communications network, and 
configured to receive the transmitted instructions, to generate directives to transfer 
funds to a plurality of different deposit accounts based upon the received instructions, to 
generate remittance information associated with payment of the bills, and to store the 
remittance information; and 

a second plurality of network stations, representing a second plurality of users, 
and configured to connect to the communications network and transmit requests, via the 
communications network, to access the stored remittance information; 

wherein the central network station is further configured to receive the 
transmitted requests to access the remittance information, to retrieve the stored 
remittance information in response thereto, and to transmit, via the communications 
network, the retrieved remittance information to the second plurality of network stations, 

18. (TWICE AMENDED) An article of rr/anufacture for electronically paying bills of a 
plurality of payers to a plurality of payees, each of the plurality of payers having a 
respective payment account and e^ch of^Jhe plurality of payees having a respective 
deposit account, comprising: 

a computer readable stor^^ media; and 

computer programming |stofecl on the storage media, wherein the stored 
computer programming is configured to be readable from the computer readable 
storage medium by one or more service provider computers and thereby cause the one 
or more computers to operate so as to: 
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generate a directive to transfer funds to a lirst deposit account of a first of the 
plurality of payees maintained at a second of the plurality of financial institutes in 
payment of a first bill, based upon an instructjon oph^ first payer to make payment of 
the first bill to the first payee; r 

generate remittance information ^^oci§ted with payment of the first bill by the 
transfer of funds; 

store the remittance informatioj?(|in a j>^ntral service provider database so as to 
be accessible to the first payee; 

retrieve the stored remittanofe information responsive to a request to access the 
remittance information from the fipt payee; 

transmit the retrieved remfittance information to the first payee; and 

transmit the directive to /transfer funds. 

Please add fKe^llowing new claims 25-28: 




25. (NEW) A method accordiiwto claim 1, wherein the directive to transfer funds is 
transmitted after receipt of th^pe^ss request. 

(NEW) A system according to claim T wherein the processor is further configured to 
transmit the directive after the receipt of the request to access the remittance 
information. 

. 2n^. (NEW) A network according to claim 1^, wherein the central network station is 
further configured to generate each of the directives to transfer the funds in payment of 
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a particular one of the bills to which the directive relates only after the receipt of the 
request to access the remittance information associated with the payment of that 
particular bill. 

28. (NEW) A article of p^ufacture according to claim 18, wherein the stored computer 
programming is coijfi|^ured to cause the one or more computers to operate so as to 
transmit the direcwej^flransfer funds only after the receipt of the request to access the 
remittance information. 
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